
7)	Goodbye	GDP,	Meet	GPI	
The	agreement	also	commits	to	developing	a	genuine	
progress	indicator,	or	GPI.	This	.	.	.	represents	a	fundamental	
shi@	to	a	different	way	of	measuring	progress.	.	.	



Gross	DomesCc	
Product	(GDP)	
has	been	used	
since	Simon	
Kuznets	
presented	it	to	
the	US	Congress	
in	1934	



“The	welfare	
of	a	naCon	can	
scarcely	be	
inferred	from	
a	measure	of	
naConal	
income."	 Simon	Kuznets	





David	Suzuki:	Measuring	progress	
with	GDP	is	a	gross	mistake	

	
“If	GDP	growth	is	our	
highest	aspiraCon,	we	
should	be	praying	for	
more	weather	
catastrophes	and	oil	
spills”	

Georgia	Straight	February	25th,	2014	





h6p://www.demos.org/
blog/2/5/14/implemenAng-
gpi-vermont-maryland-and-
oregon	



What	to	subtract?	
“GPI	counts	liabiliCes	like	
crime,	polluCon,	
greenhouse	gas	
emissions,	sickness	and	
accidents	as	costs,	rather	
than	gains,	to	the	
economy”		
GPI	AtlanAc	2003	h6p://www.elements.nb.ca/theme/ecologicalfootprint/
anne/gpi.htm	





“States	that	have	implemented	GPI	have	discovered	
that	much	of	their	economic	growth	came	at	the	
expense	of	the	other	components	of	GPI”	

h6p://www.demos.org/blog/2/5/14/implemenAng-gpi-vermont-maryland-and-oregon	




